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Fresh airkeepsthe doctorpoor.
Danish Proverb
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Green Heroes
A Latino woman in her early eighties fight-
ing for environmental justice in Los
Angeles and an author in Nigeria impris-
oned more than a year for leading a peace-
ful movement for the environmental rights
of people whose land has been ravaged by
oil companies are among this year's win-
ners ofthe Goldman Environmental Prize.
The Goldman Prize, which is the
world's largest award program honoring
grassroots environmentalists, is given
annually to six environmental heroes, one
from each of the inhabited continental
regions. The prize was founded in 1990 by
Richard and Rhoda Goldman, "to offer
environmental heroes the recognition, visi-
bility, and credibility, in addition to finan-
cial assistance, which enables them the
freedom to pursue their visions for a better
world."
This year's prize recipients, who were
nominated by a network of 19 internation-
ally known environmental organizations,
including the Environmental Defense
Fund and Worldwatch Institute, and a
confidential panel of environmental
experts from more than 30 nations,
received a "no strings attached" award of
$75,000.
Africa: Ken Saro-Wiwa. As president
of the Movement for the Survival of the
Ogoni People (MOSOP), Ken Saro-Wiwa,
a well-known Nigerian writer, has fought
for the land rights ofthe Ogoni people, an
ethnic group of about 550,000. Since
1958, when oil was discovered on Ogoni
land in coastal Nigeria, an estimated $30
billion worth of oil has been extracted. In
exchange, the Ogoni have received virtual-
ly nothing to compensate for damage to
their once-fertile farmland by oil spills and
acid rain. Saro-Wiwa has addressed United
Nation committees and parliamentarians
about the Ogoni's worsening plight. In
January 1993, he gathered 300,000 Ogoni
to march peacefully to demand a share in
oil revenues and compensation for past
damage. On 22 May 1994, he was jailed
along with other MOSOP leaders in con-
nection with the murder of four Ogoni
leaders, for which he is facing the death
sentence. Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have raised ques-
Goldman winners. (leftto right) Noah Idechong, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Yul Choi, and Emma Must. (Not pictured
are Aurora Castillo and Richard Navarro.)
tions about the fairness of the charges
brought against Saro-Wiwa.
Asia: Yul Choi. As a college student in
Seoul, South Korea, Yul Choi was a stu-
dent activist. He has since become his
nation's most prominent environmentalist.
After being imprisoned for his activism
during the late 1970s, Choi established
South Korea's first nongovernmental envi-
ronmental organization, the Korean
Research Institute of Environmental
Problems, in response to the widespread
pollution caused by his nation's rapid
industrialization. Through this organiza-
tion, Choi inspired South Koreans to
demand their rights to a healthy environ-
ment and succeeded in bringing about the
evacuation of 10,000 households affected
by toxic waste-related illness in the city of
Onset. In 1988, he became the first chair
of the Korean Anti-Pollution Movement.
Because South Korea is highly dependent
on nuclear power, Choi resolved to inform
the public about the problems with nuclear
waste disposal. Although he was put under
house arrest for these activities, antinuclear
activism grew. In 1990, a demonstration of
20,000 people stopped a nuclear waste
facility planned for Amnion Island. In
1993, Choi launched the Korean Fed-
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eration for Environmental Movement,
Korea's largest environmental organization,
and now serves as the group's secretary-
general.
Island Nations: Noah Idechong. The
island of Palau, located in the Pacific
Ocean 600 miles east ofthe Philippines, is
home to coral reefs considered to have the
highest species diversity in the Pacific.
Although coral reefs cover only 0.17% of
the ocean floor, they are home to an esti-
mated quarter of all marine species. Palau
recently became the world's newest nation,
and foreign investors are rushing to devel-
op the area before environmental regula-
tions are in place. Noah Idechong, the for-
mer chief of Palau's Division of Marine
Resources, developed a model for marine
conservation to protect the island's coral
reefs and fisheries. Idechong convinced the
chiefs ofPalau to reinstate the conservation
traditions known as bu4 which limit fish-
ing in the spawning channels within the
villages' reefs. He also oversaw the installa-
tion ofmooring buoys at scuba-diving sites
to save coral from destruction by boat
anchors, and helped to secure passage of a
national sustainable marine resources bill,
the first government attempt in Palau's
2,000-year history to place restrictions on
fishermen. In 1994, Idechong resigned
from his government post to become the
director ofthe Palau Conservation Society,
Palau's major non-governmental environ-
mental organization.
Europe: Emma Must. On her way to
Winchester, England, every day to work as
a children's librarian, Emma Must passed
Twyford Down, a hillside that was known
for its unique natural habitats and archeo-
logical significance. In 1992, highway con-
struction through the down was begun,
despite local opposition. Must joined a
CD
small group ofpeople opposed to the con-
struction who camped on the hill to pre-
vent its destruction. After the group was
forcibly removed from the site, Must
began to organize large protests. By actions
such as chaining herself to a bulldozer,
Must brought national attention to the
issue. Though Twyford Down was not
saved, it served as a turning point in the
issue of road construction policy. Must
continued to organize the anti-road move-
ment and press for policy reforms. As a
result, 60 proposed road projects have been
canceled, and the road building budget has
been cut. In 1994, the Department of
Transport acknowledged that building new
roads increases traffic and environmental
hazards and is developing a national trans-
port strategy that is not based on building
new roads.
North America: Aurora Castillo. In
1984, Aurora Castillo, an East Los Angeles
native in her earlyeighties, learned thatwhat
would be the eighth prison in her Latino
community was being planned. Castillo
joined with two other women to oppose
construction of the proposed facility, form-
ing the group the Mothers of East Los
Angeles (MELA). MELA began organizing
women throughout the community, who
flooded public hearings to oppose the prison
construction anddemandpublic meetings in
Spanish. In 1992, the state of California
decided to locate the prison in another com-
munity. MELA, which now has over 400
members, continued to pressure the govern-
ment to relocate other undesirable facilities
such as a toxic waste incinerator being
planned for construction upwind from the
East Los Angeles community. MELA has
also been working in conjunction with local
industries to help create a more environmen-
tallyresponsible community.
South/Central America: Richard
Navarro. Twelve years ofcivil war has dev-
astated El Salvador's environment.
Recognizing the critical need to address his
country's environmental problems,
Richard Navarro founded the Salvadoran
Center for Appropriate Technology
(CESTA). CESTA works with rural and
urban communities on projects such as
construction of dry-composting latrines to
end chronic water contamination and pro-
motes organic agriculture to cut down on
the need for costly chemical inputs. For
the last several years, Navarro has been
engaged in a highly politicized struggle to
protect the last forested area near the capi-
tal, San Salvador, from development.
Navarro is also coordinating a living
memorial to the 75,000 people who have
died in the civil war. Young people in
Guazapa, a region left barren by heavy
napalm bombing, are working to plant a
"Forest ofReconciliation," in which a fruit
or medicinal tree will be planted for each
individual who has died in the war.
Nuclear Waste: A Cancer Cure?
In a marriage ofstrange bedfellows, scien-
tists at one ofthe country's most contami-
nated nuclear waste sites are collaborating
with medical researchers to turn nuclear
waste into an experimental therapy for can-
cer. Patients with Hodgkin's disease and
brain, ovarian, and breast cancers may be
able to receive the new radiation-based
treatment in the next five to ten years.
The Hanford nuclear site in Richland,
Washington, at one time produced pluto-
nium for the U.S. Department ofDefense.
Plutonium production has been halted,
but cleanup ofthe waste will cost over $50
billion and take more than 30 years. In an
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